
EXTERNSHIP PRACTICE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Veterinary Technology Program 
North Dakota State University 

Fargo, North Dakota 58105 
 
 
Date _________________  Student Name ____________________________ 
 
Contact Person __________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Clinic __________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
City _____________________________ State _____ Zip ____________ 
 
Telephone (____)___________________      Fax (____) __________________ 
 
e-mail ____________________________ 

 
If yes, please complete the rest of the questionnaire. 
 
If no, please return this page only. 
 
Return to: Eloyes Hill, Instructor   Summer externship coordinator:   
                  Veterinary Technology Program  Teresa Sonsthagen, Instructor 
                  Van Es Hall    Veterinary Technology Program, Van Es  
                  North Dakota State University   North Dakota State University 
                  Fargo, ND 58105     Fargo, ND 58105 
                  701-231-7846   Fax  701-231-7514          701-231-7531   Fax 701-231-7514 
       e-mail eloyes.hill@ndsu.edu  e-mail teresa.sonsthagen@ndsu.edu 
                   
PLEASE RETURN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WITHIN 2 WEEKS OF RECEIPT.  
THANK YOU.          12/06/07 
  

Do you want to be a participating externship practice for the North Dakota State University Veterinary 
Technology Program?  Externships are 6 weeks for 6 credits or 10 weeks for 12 credits.  The 10 weeks 
can be split into two externships at separate veterinary practices. 
 
    _____ yes, spring semester only 
 
    _____ yes, fall semester only 
 
    _____ yes, both spring and fall semesters 
 
    _____ yes, summer session 
     
    _____ no 
 



 

 
1. Type of practice? 
 
  % Domestic animal _____ 
 
  % cattle ____           % horses ____                % other (list) __________________ 
 
  % swine ____           % sheep ____ 
 
 % Pet animal ______ 
 
  % dogs ____ % cats ____ 
 
  % exotic animals ____ % other (list) _____________ 
 
 
2. Number of veterinarians employed in the practice? _______ 
 
 
3. Number of veterinary technicians who are graduates of AVMA accredited programs 

employed in the practice. ___________ 
 
 
4. What facilities are available for student housing during the externship period? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   Do you have any requirements or restrictions for a student you would like as an extern? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   Do you have any additional comments about your practice? 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          12/06/07 



 

    NDSU Externship Equipment and Procedures Guideline  
 
Students who are entering the externship program are trained to work with the following equipment and have 
learned the skills listed. Please check the equipment you have in your clinic and the skills you expect the student to 
perform during the externship. A copy of this list will be returned to the student, to be used as a procedures guideline 
during the externship.  The second check blank is to be filled out as the student accomplishes the skill or uses the 
equipment.   
 
Equipment Skills List 
 
Laboratory  Laboratory techniques  
____  ____ Microscope ____  ____CBCs 
____  ____ Microhematocrit centrifuge         collection of laboratory samples: 
____  ____ Hematology analyzer                    ____  ____ blood collection large animals  
____  ____ Chemistry analyzer                    ____  ____ blood collection small animals 
____  ____ Refractometer                    ____  ____ feces  
____  ____ Hemacytometer                    ____  ____ urine 
____  ____ Centrifuge  ____  ____fecal exams for parasites 
                    microbiology: 
                    ____  ____  gram stains 
                    ____  ____  cultures and sensitivities 
                     semen analysis: 
                      ____  ____  assist in collection 
                      ____  ____  perform analyses 
  ____  ____  serology test kits (heartworm, FeLV, etc.) 
  ____  ____  serum chemistries 
  ____  ____  skin scrapings 
  ____  ____  urinalyses 
                      vaginal smears: 
                      ____  ____  collect and prepare specimen 
                      ____  ____  analyze specimen 
  ____  ____ miscellaneous:  _______________   
  ____  ____ “             _______________        
   
Radiographic                     Radiographic Techniques 
 
____  ____ Stationary radiographic machine ____  ____  position patient 
____  ____ Mobile radiographic machine  ____  ____  contrast technique 
____  ____ Leaded gloves, aprons          ____  ____  take and develop radiographs 
____  ____ Film badges   
____  ____ Ultrasound 
 
Surgical & Anesthesia               Surgical Nursing & Anesthesia Techniques  
____  ____ Gas Anesthesia Machine   ____  ____  prepare surgical packs & autoclave 
__________________ (type)             ____  ____  prepare animals for surgery 
____  ____ Pulse Oximeter  ____  ____  induce  
____  ____ Dental Scaler  ____  ____  anesthetize 
   ____  ____  intubate    
   ____  ____  monitor 
   ____  ____  maintain with inhalant machine 
   ____  ____  assist in surgery 
   ____  ____  supervise animal recovery 

           ____     _____  suture skin 
             ____  ____  dental prophylaxis  12/06/07 

        



 

Clinical techniques 
 
         ____  ____  administer enemas 
                       administer oral medication: 
      ____  ____  liquid 
      ____   ____ solid 
   ____  ____  bandaging 
   ____  ____  bladder catheterization 
   ____  ____  ear cleaning 
   ____  ____  ophthalmic medication 
                       injections - large animals: 
      ____  ____ IM 
      ____  ____ IV 
      ____  ____ Sub Q  
                       injections - small animals 
      ____  ____ IM 
      ____  ____ IV  
      ____   ____Sub Q   
   ____  ____  IV fluid therapy (catheters) 
   ____  ____  otic medication 
   ____  ____  large animal restraint 
   ____  ____  small animal restraint 
   ____  ____  topical medication 
   ____  ____  TPR large animals 
   ____  ____  TPR small animals 
   ____  ____  nail trims 
   
  Pharmacology  
   ____  ____  drug dose calculations 
   ____  ____  label preparation 
   ____    _____  dispensing 
 
Office Equipment  Office procedures  
____  ____ Management software  ____  ____  answer the telephone 
____  ____ Fax  ____  ____  client education 
____  ____ Cash register  ____  ____  collect fees 
   ____  ____  computer data entry 
   ____  ____  inventory control 
   ____  ____  over-the-counter sales 
   ____  ____  set up appointments 
   ____  ____  word processing 
   ____  ____  greet clients 
  
Other _________________________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 _________________________________________________________________  
 _________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Student signature:  ________________________________________________ 
Supervisor signature: ______________________________________________ 
            12/06/07 
              
 


